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No. 2926. Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No, 2208. 


Report on the Trade of Jeddah and Hodeida for the Years 
1899-1901 


“ By Mr. Consut DEVEY. 


(Received at Foreign Office, December 15, 1902.) 


The observation is frequently made here that trade at Jeddah Economic 
is waning and, indeed, disappearing altogether. This may be true condition. 
of some of the exports, but on the volume of all trdde done we 
now find an annual total exceeding 800,0002. where previously 
it seldom reached 700,000/. The value of imports has increased 
during the last 15 or 16 years by at least 20 per cent., while that 
of exports has decreased nearly 50 per cent., but as the former is 
some fifteen times greater than the latter the result means gain to 
trade. In general we may observe that wages, rents, market 
prices, transport and the cost of labour are all more or less 
exorbitantly high in the Hejaz. The pilgrimage is assuredly the 
mainstay of trade by- providing the chief income of the Hejaz, as 
by the lowest computation each pilgrim arriving by sea spends 51. 
per head for services and transport supplied him, which brings in 
annually a minimum revenue of 250,000/. The economic con- 
dition of this district is therefore fairly flourishing. 

The imports from all countries (as also from British India, see Imports. 
page 5) continue to flow in at a steady rate, the variation in total General 
‘being only about 5 per cent. during the last four or five years, emarks. 
Considering the many difficulties with which trade is beset in 
Arabia, this is highly satisfactory, though the unsettled state of 
affairs since last winter in Central Arabia is proving an impedi- 
ment to the regular trade from Mecca and Medina with the . 
interior. When the Suakin—Berber Railway shall have been com- 
pleted, we may expect that the import of cheap food-stuffs, dari, 

&c., grown in the Soudan will revive; some 20 years ago con- 
siderable quantities used to be imported and sea _ transport 
facilities are now far greater than then. A bad harvest of these 
products in Yemen is observed to produce some degree of disorder 
in the Hejaz ; for the Bedouins, who mainly use these cheap food- 
stuffs and dates, and can seldom afford such luxuries as wheat or 
rice or even barley, are sometimes driven by sheer hunger to 
raiding and plundering goods’ caravans. An early completion 
of the railway, therefore, will be of great advantage to Jeddah. 
(293) A 2 
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Cotten manufactured goods have, during the three years under 
review, progressed well, viz. from a total value of 113,420/. in 
1899 to 122,150/. in 1901. Yet, according to a report (i (No. 2006 
annual Series) for the year 1896, the annual average of the value 
in this import amounted to 146,480. during the previous five 
years. 

It is somewhat difficult to account for the variations without 
sifting and examining every item (which is impossible), but there 
are two main reasons for a diminution, viz.: (1) because all cotton 
stuffs are in general produced far more cheaply than they were 10 
years ago, and British goods are in this respect still holding their 
own and not losing ground; and (2) because the pilgrim visitors 
to Mecca from all parts of the world no longer lay out nearly so 
much money as formerly in the purchase of foreign cottons, which 
are to be found there in every variety. 

The import of wheat and barley has been large during the last 
three years, and the consumption of Yemen produce would seem 
to be diminishing among Bedouins since the failure of harvests 
from 1896 to 1899; Indian pulse has fallen off as the Yemen 
product returned. 

Tt should be noted that flow brought from Constantinople is 
coming into competition with Indian flour, but other European 
flour is too costly to enter the market. 

Some quantity of rice has, during the past three years, been 
coming from Egypt as well as from Singapore, as prices in India 
have risen by more than 20 per cent. owing to recent failures 
of the crop. 

The consumption of sugar is growing more popular, though the 
increase shown in Tables C and D is bub slight. Egyptian. sugar 
will probably before long be the only kind to be procured here ; 
there is reason to anticipate that the crystallised sugar of 
Mauritius is losing ground, and although Austrian sugar has been 
lately pushed ahead slightly, if must eventually fall off as soon as 
the Brussels Convention takes effect. 

The consumption of tea and coffee has increased during the 
last three years. Arnerican coffee from Egypt is the main supply, 
while a small quantity of Java-grown coffee is sent from India. 
The price is far lower than formerly, and the good Yemen berry is 
becoming a myth at Jeddah. 

Tea is also slowly but surely growing in popularity, whilst the 
price fell by 1901 statistics. Save for a very trifling quantity 
of China tea vid Singapore it is entirely Indian. 

Spices have maintained a marked steady improvement. 

The importation of carpets, both the Persian and the cheap 
Indian article, is steadily increasing. 

Indian perfumes are making an advance, though the total for 
1901 does not greatly exceed the value received here a few years 
ago. 

It is curious to observe that the most bulky and heavy imports 
of European produce, such as metals, should only reach Jeddah 
via Bombay ; the explanation of this is to be found on page 2 of 
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JEDDAH. 5 


Report No. 1451, the same conditions as to freight, &c., still 
obtaining. . 

Except for one or two unimportant items there is steady pro- Imports from 
gress in the import trade from India; the average value imported M4. 
during the past five years has amounted to 331,000/., as against 
324,000/. in the preceding five years, and during the last three 
years alone it has reached 354,000/. Plague and cholera, and 
quarantine restrictions, have not, therefore, proved a hindrance to 
this branch of trade. 

No coal is now imported to Jeddah, as there is scarcely ever Coal. 
any demand for it, Suez and Perim being in sufficiently close 
proximity. The deterioration by climate discourages any attempt 
to store it. 

Asum of nearly 3,000/. has been refunded during the current Indemnities 
year to Jeddah merchants by the authorities as compensation for . ree 
losses incurred through Bedouin raids by land and sea. ee 

The following short correspondence (two letters and replies) has Hints to 
come under my notice, and it would appear a little unreasonable home 
for home manufacturers or producers to insist generally that merchants 
“orders must be passed through firms in this country ” :— 


Jeddah, July 6, 1902. 
Messrs. X., Glasgow. 

Dear Sirs,—We shall be glad to receive your quotations by 
return of mail for the goods as per list inclosed cif. here to be 
packed in eight cases. We would open you bank credit in London 
against documents, 

Awaiting your early reply, 
Yours faithfully, 
A. B. 


Glasgow, July 24, 1902. 
Messrs. A. B. Co., Jeddah. 

Dear Sirs,—Referring to yours of 6th instant, our price for the 
goods cif. Jeddah would be per tin, and we would require 
to have cash for amount of invoice, cost and charges against 
delivery of shipping clocuments through a firm in this country. 

Yours truly, 
xX. 


Jeddah, September 14, 1902. 
Messrs. X., Glasgow. 
Dear Sirs——We are in receipt of your favour of July 24, but 
are sorry to say that the price you quote is too high. 


By this mail we are sending you a sample of ~ and 
would request you to let us know your lowest price for same c.i.f. 
Jeddah. The goods to be packed in barrels containing ewts. 


net each, letting us know at the same time what is the smallest 
quantity we could order for a trial. 
Yours faithfully, 
A. B. 
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6 JEDDALL 


Glasgow, October 3, 1902. 
Messrs. A. B. Co., Jeddah. 

Dear Sirs,—Yours of the 24th ultimo to hand. In reply the 
price quoted in ours of July 24 is our lowest, viz. : per 
tin cif. Jeddah and we will be glad to be favoured with your 
kind orders. 

Orders must be passed through firms in this country. 
Yours truly, 
Xx. 


Very little direct trade is done with the United Kingdom, 
and, as has been remarked elsewhere, small initial orders should 
not be despised ; a stray commercial traveller may happen to call 
(perhaps from Egypt) about once in five years, but “drumming” 
round the Red Sea would hardly be found to pay expenses. 

It is quite useless for home manufacturers to send out price 
lists, circulars and samples of broadcloths, tweeds and strong 
serges, as is done sometimes; only light cottons, muslins, drills, 
&c., would be able to find any market in the Red Sea. 

Trade with It will have been observed that about two-fifths of the total 

on or rather less than the half of the total Jeddah trade passes 

; through the hands of British Indian merchants and commission 
agents; so also at Hodeida, Loheya, Medina and other places 
those hold a very considerable share of the trade. According to 
the register of this Consulate, there are about 30 wholesale 
merchants with conymission agents doing business with Bombay, 
Caleutta, Egypt and Buszah, and 60 shopkeepers or retail dealers 
at Jeddah. Arabs, Syriens, Turks, Persians, and two Algerians 
are among the chief nexchants, but only three or four European 
firms of importance engage in trade. 

Local traders’ JI may repeat here an observation made some years ago by a 

reticence. = predecessor, that the British Indians are in general reticent and 
cautious in giving information as to the extent and nature of 
their dealings and the state of their markets. 

Ice There has been some talk here of the need of establishing 

machinery. refrigerating machinery, and doubtless this boon would very quickly 
become a necessity not to Jeddah only but also to Mecca; and the 
undertaking ought to prove most successful. But capital appears 
to be extremely shy and no one is willing to incur any risk what- 
ever. ; 

Exports. The exports are of small account, as must be in a country 
producing next to nothing and possessing no industries. More 
than half the value is for skins, and about a quarter for shells. 
There seems little likelihood of an increase or improvement in the 
export trade. 

The mother-of-pearl trade should perhaps be remarked in 
particular. This shell is shipped hence for Trieste and Havre ; it 
is of rather inferior quality, and is said to be much used, after 
breaking and grinding, for the composition of false mother-of- 
pearl. Prices have recently been low, about 1/. 10s. to 12. 17s., 
where previously 2/. 10s. was paid per cwt. 
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Attention has already been drawn (Annual Series. No. 2006) 
to the diminishing coasting trade of local. sailing vessels, dhows 
and sambouks. Formerly. there used to be a considerable trade 
done by them between Suakin and Jeddah in both exports and 
imports, but this is now entirely carried by steam. They still 
ply from this port to Raboc, Leeth, Comfidah, &c., but the trade. 
done is in rather a sickly state from various causes, and fewer 
cargoes of value seem to be sent; where a petroleum ship, 
for instance, would formerly refuse to enter difficult ports, and 
discharge its cargo only at Jeddah and Hodeida, it may now be 
observed calling successively at Yembo, Jeddah, Leeth, Comfidah 
and Loheya to finish at Hodeida. 

Pilgrims, too, are mainly carried between Jeddah and Yembo 
by steamer. The Samboukyis’ chief resource is, therefore, in 
making heavy charges for the disembarkation of pilgrims and 
passengers, and for the landing and shipping of cargo. 

There are about 240 sailing vessels registered by the Jeddah 
harbour department, and only one or two new Vessels are built 
every year: -As-to-those-engaged regularly in pearl fishing there- 
are now only 6 at- Jeddah, 12 at Leeth, 9 at Towel and about 
50 of the Jeheinah tribe near Yembo, but the last scarcely ever 
come here. 

The pearl-shell fishery has ever been one of the chief industries 
in these waters, and it must be understood that on this coast the 
most abundant grounds affording the better qualities are to be found 
from Bab-el-Mandeb to a point north of the Farsan Islands, and 
going north the shell occurs less frequently, till some way above 
Yembo it ceases entirely. I may add that nothing has ever been 
done to foster, develop, or replenish this fishery as it becomes 
exhausted by the total depletion of the shallower or more easily 

. reached beds; fishers must go farther and divers dive deeper. I 
am. told that more valueble shells are found ata depth of from 
16 to 25 fcet than at from 12 to 20 feet. Divers rarely venture 
in the Red Sea to a greater depth than 30 feet unless for some 
very special purpose and reward, or if may be for what is known 
as black coral. Unquestionably the west side of the Red Sea is 
richer and more productive than the east in shells. 

With respect to gum, though two kinds are found in this Gum. 
neighbourhood both are poor in quality, and prices have been 
falling for the last two years to such an extent that this product is 
scarce worth while collecting, its value being about 1/. 2s, per cwt. 

The real export from the Hejaz district is specie. It may be Speve 
roughly guessed that a sum of at least 500,000/. is exported 
annually, of which more than half goes to India. As about 
1 per cent. is paid for freight, a considerable profit accrues to 
shipping. Suggestions as to the desirability of having a bank 
agency here have been made from time to time, but it would 
seem that the Ottoman Bank is not yet willing to establish a 
branch, and no other bank would be interested sufticiently, 
unless, perhaps, the idea might receive consideration at Cairo 
or Bombay. ‘The post is utilised to some extent for convenience 
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of Indian currency notes, but this is a clumsy, dilatory method 
for business transactions. At the time of the pilgrims’ departure, 
when as many as 30,000 may easily leave within 30 days, those 
unprovided with return tickets pay in cash, and a sum of from 
50,0002. to 100,0002. is sent out during these few weeks. From 
the chief shipping agencies of Jeddah I have obtained details as 
to the various amounts carried by their ships in the past three 
years, and ascertain as follows :-— 














| Amount, 
| 1899. 1900. 1901, 
| aaeaees eee 
Fa £ : 
To the South (ie, East) .. 314,058 258,488 270,780 
» North (vid Suez) Ss 119,494. 157,783 232,970 

















Total vs ae | 433,552 416,271 503,750 


Adding these totals to the value of exports we find imports 
have exceeded exports by 274,000/.,319,000/. and 251,0002. during 
the three years under review. 

Shipping. Annex A gives a list of vessels arrived and cleared during the 
past four years; and the steady progress of British steam vessels 
is remarkable. The chief cause of the increase, however, was the 
transfer of the Khedivial Company of Egypt to British hands, by 
which our tonnage profits at Jeddah to the extent of some 
40,000 tonsa year. The first Khedivial ship under British flag 
came to Jeddah in June, 1899. 

If we deduct, therefore, for the 1899 half-year 20,000 tons, . 
and 40,000 tons for the two following years, we should find 
122,000 tons, 117,000 tons and 176,000 tons—two poor and one 
good year. ; 

Averages and percentages are sometimes deceitful, but dividing 
the table on page 13 into two parts we observe that British steam 
tonnage from 1890 to 1896 was 514 per cent. of the total, and 
from 1896 to 1901 58 per cent.; thus, if a just deduction be made 
on account of the Khedivial Company transfer, a fortuitous 
incident, the percentage of the six years would average 514 per 
cent., where, during the previous six years, it had been 514 per 
cent. 

During the periods 1880-85 and 1886-90, British tonnage 
of all kinds amounted to 43 and 39 per cent. of total tonnage 
respectively. In 1901 this percentage was 61. 

The unusually high tonnage of 1901 may be partly explained 
by the free use of this port, owing to there having been no 
quarantine that year. 

Besides the presumed loss of the sailing ship “ Ophir,” only 
two very trifling casualties occurred, and seven protests were noted 
during the year 1901 among British shipping. 
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Among the chief companies which send ships to Jeddah are 
the following :— 

1. The Ocean Steamship Company (Messrs. Alfred’ Holt and 
Co.), whose fleet has just been increased by the absorption of the 
China Mutual Steamship Company. : 

2. The Khedivial Mail Steamship and Graving Dock Company, 
Limited, whose position is much improved this year. 

3. Three British-Indian Companies, which own collectively an 
aggregate tonnage of nearly 28,000 tons. 

4, The Turkish Makhsusi Transport Company, which has 
not been doing well lately, though in 1901 the tonnage of 
56,000 tons was up to or rather above the normal. A new agent 
has just been appointed here. 

5. Three Dutch Companies, viz. :— 


Number of 














¥essels, Tonnage. 
Stoomvaart Maatschappij Nederland .. 17 38,251 
Rotterdemsche Lioyd .. me ae 15 32,460 
Nederlandsche S.M. Ocenan es 9 14,728 


nd re od nee A ee ee cane enema 


6. France is chiefly represented by the Compagnie Générale 
Transatlantique, employed in pilgrim traffic. 

7. An Austrian-Lloyd steamer sometimes calls with freights 
of grain. 

8. The Compagnie Russe de Navigation i Vapeur et de 
Commerce began last year, and continues this year to make a 
half-yearly call in voyaging to the Persian Gulf. 

9, Iwo Pireus companies bore the Greek flag in 1901 and 
1902. 

10. Miscellaneous trade is done by Messrs. Gellatly, Hankey 
and Co., the Anglo-Arabian and Persian Steamship Company 
(Messrs. F. Strick and Co., Ltd.), Messrs. Watts, Watts and Co., 
Bucknall Brothers, Hugh Hogarth and Co. (the Gulf Line), Jones, 
Price and Co., of Cardiff, and W. and E. 8. Lamplough. As also, 
under the Ottoman flag, Messrs. Kourtji Company and Haji 
Evliyye Effendi and Tantavi Effendi, and the steamship “ Behera,” 
formerly belonging to the Egyptian Government, now plies on 
pilgrim and commercial business on behalf of the Daire-i-Khassa 
of His Highness the Khedive. 


(203) B 
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10 JEDDAH. 


Pilgrim tratfic during the past four years has been as 














follows :-— 
Total Arrived— 
Year. or Percentage. 
y. British 
By Sea: Ships. 

1898-99 .. .. | 35,968 16,104 45 
1899-1900... | 35,861 23,297 65 
1900-Ol .. oan ++ 51,490 | 26,218 51 
1901-02... 7 59,568 34,679 58 

Yotal .. 4s 182,887 | 100,228 55* 





* Nearly. 
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cS 
& Anuex A.—Return of -all Shipping to and from Jeddah during the Years 1898-1901. 













































































SAILING. 
Pa : i a 
| 1898, 1899 1900. 1901. Total. 
me: Nuttonnlity, Number Number | Number Number Number 
of Tons. 0 Tons. j of ‘ons. of Tons. of Tons. 
Vessels. Vessels. | Vessels. Veszels. Vessels. 
1 | British . 4. 0 0, 8) | 807 1 847, 2 907 | 270 17 2921 § 
2 | Turkish .. «s on 557 ’ 11,368 578 ; 12,093 635 18,595 276 | 17,859 2,046 54,915 = 
3 | Dutch .. oe a6 he te ea Ss we ae as = ee wei a 
4 | French .. 0... Ss 280 10 ! 390 9 440 | 8 ; 3810 35 1,420 m 
5 | Greek ..  . «foo. i. ae 40)... ie re 1 40 
6§ | Austro-Hungarian es . ~ | ‘ ie ee , “a 
7 | Russian .. oe oe 7 : xe . | oe | oe is | +e 
8 | Egyptian... ee fe 13 968 9 640, 14 S61 | 17 769 53 3,333 
9 {Italia 2. 0 |, . 1 2 ' 3 go | 4 56 4 165 
10 Persian .. oe ee 5 220 4 ; 176 7 434 | 12 641 28 1,471 
11 | Swedish and Norwegian + ve oe o ee “ oe ' : oe ee 
12 | Germari .. ae ot | : . ee | 4 | | 7 as 
meerceee | meer ee ee ‘ —_— ] —_— avonseren | enemies ones 
Total... ..| 586 | 13,728 GOL | 14,206 ' 669 16,426 | 325 {| 19,905 2,184 | 64,265 
5 ; 1 : { 
bo 
—" 
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Rerorn of all Shipping to and from Jeddah during the Years 1898-190 1—continued. 

































































STEAM. 
i | | 
| 1898. 18y9. 1900. 1901. . Total. 
t 
No. | Nationality. ani bor ) Number | Number. Number Number 
| | oof Tons. 0 ‘Tons. of ‘Tons. cf Tons. of Tons. 
Vessols. Vessels. i Vessels. Vessels. Vessels 
1° British .. we : 106 133,735, 105 142,365 128 H 157,527 158 216,432 497 650,059 
2 ¢Wurkih 6. Let 88 18,809 23 21,166 wo! 12811 51 56,493 110 109,284 
3 Dutch .. vy 28 41,431 17 27 ATS 18 29.719 26 46,553 89 145,177 
4 | French .. 0 0. ee] ow oe 3 4 | 1,319 11 12,210 15 13,529 
5 Greek 4. we ee | oe a 2 1,314 ie s 10 8985 | 12 10,299 
6 | Austro-Hungarian Pe 6 5,075 ite Pe : 1,827 5 6,68-4 12 13,686 
7 « Russian .. “3s er Me oe ws we , es 4 6,392 4 6,392 
8 | Egyptian.. ia tol 82 51,727 4h 39,955 s | 7,536 2 1,620 111 100,838 
9 |Ttalion .. 0. tee x a oo oe i 1 1362 1 1,362 
10 | Persian .. ce a oe. ee a Pe; we F e ee an 
11 | Swedish and Norwegian 1 2,177 oe oe 1 ie ee oe L 2,17 
12 | German .. v es 1 132 . ae | oe os ee 1 132 
8 Boreas As la nee 
Total .. ..| 224 | 258,186 191 170 210,739 268 356,736 | 853 | 1,052,935 


! 232,274 


z ° ' « ac 
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Reronv-of all Shipping to and from Jeddah during the Yeats. 
1898-1901—continued: : 


‘GRAND. TOTAL. 














Number aac: 

No. Nationality. of Vessels. Tens: 
1 | British 7 ee oe ‘ . lS 1 a 

2 | Turkish .. oe vs 2,156 364;169 - 

3 Dutch ve ge y ° és 89 Tt 145 177 
4 Frenci Se is or _ 60- +  44,949- 
B:- |. Grsok ve . see be 135s. 10, 339 
6 Auotro-Hungarian . as <3 ‘12- -13;686 
7 | Russian ~*~. rave ae 4 : €, ae 

8 Egyptian .. <i ae 164 | 104, 17 
§ Nishian we 10 re 5 et 
~ 10 ‘Persian: 6 28 L471 
lL | Swedish and Norwe egian. ve 1 2,177 
12 German .. i ae 1 . 132° 
Total ..° a. 38 087° : 1 ,117,200 


‘ 





TABLE showing British ‘and “Potal “Tonnage during the Years: 











Ze 2.83 a 
British. 
Years, Runiver of Vessels. | Peenane Remarks. 
Tonnage 
Sailing. ag. |_ Ste Steam. | ; 

eel ol] | das | isatose | dootaay |) Average ot Sve years (1860-89); 
rs ee 92 | 105,668 | 210,795 {4 British ships, 116,280 tons; all 
1883 2 59 68,565 | 208,346 ships, 271,336 tons; 43 per 
1884 ne 78 78 105,751 303,261 | saute 
eof | a | BERS | EBS |] scene oa rare secon, 
1887 6 84 102'490 299'953 British ships, 115,196 tons; all 
1888 1. al 9 81 | 101,582 | 273,835 ships, 295,692 tons; 39 per 
1889 ae 8 | 96 125,646 288,091 oe 


TABLE: showing the British Steam Tonnage Cleared at Jeddah 
during the Years 1890-1901. 











British. 
Year. ‘ 
Number 
of Vessels. Tonnage. 
1890 .. ee <3 105 138,176 
1891 .. ee ee 113 145,127 
1809 sc, “ae Ok 121 161,759 
1893 .. re ce 138 186,163 
1894 .. 46 ss 102 144,466 
1895 .. es oe 97 155,597 
1896 .. An ne 144 199,039 
1897 .. os 106 135,239 
1898 ;. es ‘ 106 183,785 
1899 .. ve ae 105 142,365 
1900 .. ae we 128 157,527 
1901 .. és : 158 216,432 
Total.. ae 1,423 1,915,625 





Total 


Tonnage. Percentage. 


251,666 
245,422 
$24,445 
356,245 
313,645 
332,611 
372,314 
299,262 
253,186 
232,274 
210,739 
356,736 
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Annex B.—Return of Exports from Jeddah during the Years 





























1899-1901. 
1902. 1900, 1899. 
Articles. ee | arenes | 
Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.} Value. | Quantity./ Value. 
& & £ 
Goat-skins ... eof Number ; 50,000 3,400 26,500 1,627 17,000 1,043 
Sheep-ekins ... ww ‘ 176,500 17,000 | 187,300 17,915 | 107,620 11,328 
Hides, cow ... tee 7 500 150 459 121 eee ove 
+ camel ses a” 842 250 212 65 or oes 
Goats’ wool ... eool Cwts. ..f 1,000 2,000 vis Set sé Svs 
Henna ve eel Bag ae] 1,915 2,000 1,035 1,050 860 860 
Gum .. ete gy weet 1,840 2,510 1,216 2,736 935 2,327 
Mother-of-pearlshells' ,, set =: 2,500 8,220 1,618 6,472 1,750 6,750 
Sundries. soe exe rn Mee?) C:) aes 2,720 eee 3,200 
Total ... aes a one 38,546 ue 32,706 “ieee 25,508 


STE PSE 2 A SE PE ETE EE TSP DO EE SIE A ELA SEY EP 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





Annex C.—Return of Principal Articles of Import at Jeddah from Countries other than British India during the 
Years 1901, 1900 and 1899. 





1901. 1900. 1899. 


























Articles. Whence Imported. SSS 

Quantity.}| Value. | Quantity. Value. | Quantity.| Value. 

£ £& 
Piece-goods  .. ae -.| Manchester, Syria and Europe | Bales und cases. . 1,480 66,950 1,300 60,000 1,520 68,000 
Raw cotton... es -»| Yemen .. es oe --}| Sacks .. és 620 1,420 450 835 560 1,325 
Coffee .. .. «. «| Egypt ..  .. « «| Bags ..  ..| 4,000 | 18,750 3,870 | 19,630 | 4,700 | 15,920 
Wheat .. es 2% --| Busreh and Egypt... col 59 we e«| 65,000 42,500 52,700 38,600 59,600 40,200 
Barley . be CR ee » Syrian 2. ..[ 4 «e  «e] 55,900 | 21,200 | 49,500 | 20,000 | 80,000 | 29,300 
Wheat flour as es ..| Constantinople. . ee se ” . oa 5,000 5,000 400 400 650 650 
Grain .. he ..| Yemen .. ae og Rs 3 Se ne 1,559 1,500 1,350 1,030 1,530 1,140 
Doora (millet) .. »» and Busreh .. ll tyes + ove «e| 30,000 22,000 40,200. 80,000 36,150 24,000 
Beans, chick-peas and lentils. . Egypt .. oe os oe ” ie ee 9,700 11,000 9,200 9,850: 6,750 7,300 
Sesame .. Ye 7 ..»{ Yemen .. i ae ee es 1,500 3,000 1,120 2,000 1,300 2,600 
Dates ie es ie -.| Muscat and Busreh as ee 35 : -«| 82,700 9,900 38,700 10,000 30,500 8,400 
Rice... es oe --| Singapore and Egypt .. oof 9 . 3, 3,406 5,400 5,800 3,170 3,500 
Burke Reve Cases... .-| 23,500 41,500 23,000 41,000 21,600 38,800 
Bots ? “se A PETE ie Bags .. .| 21,800 32,850 19,600 29,900 19,000 28,500 
Carpets .. “se oe ..| Persia and Busreh_ .. Bales .. 370 26,500 800 22,000 315 19,500 
Soup... ee os --| Syria, Tripoli, Egypt and Crete Bags and cases. . 2,200 8,560 2,500 9,000 2,000 8,100 
Petroleum a as ..| America and Russia .. ..| Cases. 56,900 17,500 51,300 16,800 49,800 15,000 
Tobacco and tombac .. --| Lurkey and Aden a se » end bales.. . 980 41,500 890 39,000 915 49,000 
Hardware and metals... ..| Burope,.  .. es we gg f = 1,900 IT 7,500 2,000 8,000 1,850 8,000 
Aloe-wood, perfumery... --]| Singapore oe a8 oe 7 oe oe 25 3 = 2,500 24 2,800 21 2,300 
Silk cloths .. as fs ie Mees col) A+ ont one 30 1,950 28  —- 2,000 29 2,450 
Wood (a kind of teak) oe a oe oe ae " oe os oe 39,000 ve 35,000 ee 38,400 
Sundries oe oe oe rs ie a a 3,870 he 4,700 | a 2,600 
Total 6. s. ee es ms i 424,790, = 401,845 ag 409,985 
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16 JEDDAH. 
Annex D.—Rerurn of Principal Articles of Import from British 
India during the Years 1899-1901. 

















| 
| 1899, | 1900. 1901. 
Articles. arcane Fe a 
t ' 
Quantity.| Value. | quantity. Value. j} Quantity.| Value. 
£ | i  g 
Riee .. ae wee Bags ..] 169,850! 158,775 | 196,900 | 189,800 185,500 ] 181,054 





Flour, wheat asal 95 | 39,800 ; 40,000 : 45,450 ; 45,800 39,900 40,200 














Sugar, Mauritius .../ ,, wal 5,320 5,320 6,300 6,300 5,980 5,806 
Spicesen we weet Boxe ...| 6,530 | 10,680 | 7,570 | 13,300 | 8,050 | 16,500 
Tea. ets cet 8750 F-14400 | «4930 | 16,320 | 5,600 | 17,000 
Coffee cee «| Bags... 520 3,720 400 | 3,000 460 3,450 
Sesame... cl ed U0 7,450 | 4,200 | = 7,820 3,500 | 6,800 
Pulse... eed gy eet 2,000 1,390 1,300 , — ‘890 1,200 800 
| Bales 1,150 | 19,700 1,650 | 21,000 1420 | 19,800 

Piece-goods ... Boxes 614 10,670 430 9,230 560 | 8,400 
Packages 355 | 20,050 460 | 28)500 340 | 27,000 

Rope ... Bales 2,318 1,615 2,130 | 11980 1,580 1,400 
Metals... Boxes 46 3,990 53 | 3,400 60 | 4,900 
Indigo ae tall cage cae|ee > ENE 1,470 120 | 1,850 137 2,000 
Silk... 1. wat Boxes ...! 42 | 1450 35 1,020 50 1,800 
Carpets, cotton =... Bales .../ 135 1200 140 ; 4,000 160 4,600 
Perfumes myo eed 89% | 2620 558 | 2,980 441 3,750 
Incense, wood eaeh gy: ees 6 120 ll: 180 9 190 
Iron and ironware “+ * Zh eos | 2,000 193 | 2,320 260 | 2,400 
Sundries ‘a ae , 16,500 a 12,700 19,950 
Total ... st a | 923,190 ve 872,360 wa _-| 867,794 


ee 


Annex E.—Rerurn of Principal Articles of Import and Export at 
Jeddah during the Years 1899-1901. 




















Value. 
From— a 
1899. 1900. 1901. 
£ £ £ 
British India .. i ee 323,190 372,360 367,794 
Countries other than India .. «-{ 409,985 40] 345 424.790 
Total = 7 | 788,175 773,705 792,594 
Exports... ee oe * oe 25,508 37,706 38,546 
Total trade se .-| 758,683 811,411 881,130 


i] 
ree LD 


HOpEIDA. 
General The import trade for the year 1901 was less _than that for 
wees 1900. ‘The principal cause of the deficiency is explained by 


the general unsettled state of the Yemen, and consequently Arab 
buyers from the interior did not visit Hodeida to a very great 
extent to make their purchases. 

Owing to the paucity of demand, there was an accumulation of 
stock from the previous year, especially in Manchester piece-goods, 
timber and iron. 

The prices of the various articles of import have been steadily 
maintained, in spite of great fluctuations in exchange during 1901. 
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HODEIDA. 17 
Business transactions in the Yemen are -carried on in Maria 
Theresa dollars, although they are prohibited from being importéd 
into the country. 

The price of the dollar is generally about 2s. but rose to 
2s, 2hd. during the busy season. 

‘The import of food-stuffs, which is practically solely in the 
hands of British Indian’ merchahts, has been less than the 
‘previous year. The clecrease was due to- the substitution of jowari 
and millet for flour and rice for the Turkish troops in the Yemen. 
Jowari and millet being both plentiful and ‘cheap, the demand for 
fiour and rice generally was not as great as in 1900. 

Notwithstanding the depressed state of the import trade in 
1901, British Indian merchants have maintained their ground 
fairly well. 

Many European firms now participate in the import trade. 

A Greek firm -now imports American piece-goods in large: 
quantities, and a couple of Italian firms bring crockery, especially 
coffee cups, from Europe for the Arabs of the country, 

Boots ‘and shoes; hardware, crockery and cutlery, such as are 
imported in the Yemen; are principally of Austro-Hungarian 
manufacture. Though of inferior quality, owing to their ‘cheap- 
ness, they find a very favourable market. There is no reason why 
British firms should not compete in these lines, more especially if 
they study the tastes of buyers by sending out commercial 
travellers occasionally. 

The export trade for the year 1901 has been brisk, owing to the 
abundance of rain in the Yemen, and the consequent successful 
crops. 

Coffee, the chief article of export, came to Hodeida in large 
quantities, and found many buyers, owing to the fall in the price. 
The supply has met more than the demand of the European 
‘markets, which are over-stocked with this article at present. The 
number of firms exporting coffee to Europe and America shows an 
increase every year, and has made competition very-keen. There 
are now three French ‘houses that export coffee, whereas formerly 
there was only one. 

The export of jowari (a species of millet), which was pro- 
hibited for the past few years, owing to the famine iti the Yemen, 
was permitted, and large quantities were shipped to the various 
ports in the Red Sea, Suez and Aden. 

The trade in skins and hides, which occupies the second place: 
in the export trade of Hodeida, was as large as in previous years. 

The prices during 1901 were higher than those of the pre- 
ceding year, owing to the demand exceeding the supply to a great 
extent. The roads being unsafe, skins were not brought in to 
Hodeida in as large quantities as had been hoped. 

It is encouraging to note that a British firm of exporters 
possesses a preponderance of business in this line over foreign 
houses. 

A new feature in the trade for the year, is the export of 
sesame, or teel seeds, which was plentiful in the Yemen, owing to 

(203) C 
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18 . HODEIDA, 


good crops, and has found buyers in Europe, especially in Genoa, 


Trieste and Marseilles. There seems to be good prospects for the 
extension of this line of business in future years. 

Flour was brought from Bombay by British Indian merchants 
for the Avabs of the Yemen, as also for the use of the Turkish 
troops, the total quantity imported being less by 10,000 ewts, than 
that for the year before. About 12,000 ewts. came from New 
York in a steamer, which brought a cargo of petroleum and. piece- 
goods. 

Rice was imported solely from Calcutta by British Indian 
merchants. 

The price of dates was very low during L901, and the import 
for the year exceeded by a-half that for the previous year. A 
British vessel called here with dates from Bussorah, but the bulk 
was brought in large dhows from that port, by Arab merchants, 
who came here personally to sell their cargoes. 

The bulk of the sugar imported was from Trieste vii Aden, 
by British Indian merchants. A small quantity also came from 
Mauritius and China. The total quantity imported and the price 


-were the same as in recent years. 


Owing to large imports of timber during the years 1899-1900 
from India and Singapore by an Indian merchant, .quite out of 
proportion to the demands, there is a large stock in hand, which 
will probably last for three or four years. Two Arab merchants 
broughé timber from the Malabar coast and Singapore. 

Three or four ships, generally British, call here every year from 
Batoum with case petroleum for two Greek houses. About 8,000 
cases were also imported from New York. 

Tinned provisions are principally imported from the United 
Kingdom, from a well-known firm, by Greek merchants. 

The Hodeida Socicté du Tombac imported tobacco from 
Alexandiia, Persia and India, which came vii Aden. The opera- 
tions of the society for the year 1901 show a great deficit in the 
total business done. A very large quantity of tobacco is smuggled 
into the Yemen, and as the Society has considerably curtailed its 
preventive expenses, this contraband trade increases every year. 

A very small quantity of contraband tobacco; amounting to 
about 19 cwts., was seized by the Society during 1901. 
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Ruruen of Tobacco which the Société dw Tombac biduglit during 
| ' + the Year 1901. | — 


F 


oor etd ik 





Deacription. Quantity. Value. 








Cts. | £ 
Hamoomi (Indian)* «. ‘a 1654-4 | 6,530. 
Surati (Indian)* we ia 1,697°9 | 2,285 
Kazeroon (Persian)* .. 24 1,780 *2 2,735 
From Alexandria— 

Keehan (Persian) .., Ae 2,295 °2 : 9,060 

Ispalan » (dust)... 809 9 3,200 
From Constantinople— 

Ispahan (Persian) (dust) .. 193 °4 765 





Total .. «| 8,431 24,525 
| 


"'* These three varioties were shipped vid Adén. 


The Administration: of the Ottoman Public Debt are the Cigarette 
agents at Hodeida for the Regie Co-Interessée des Tabacs tobacco. 
de lEmpire Ottoman. During 1901 625 cases of cigarettes and 
and cigarette tobacco were brought to Hodeida, valued at 9,3757; 

This quantity is slightly in excess of the import for 1900. 

As regards manufactures, the inhabitants of the Yemen have Exports. 
none—except a few printed stuffs for dress materials woven by Local manu- 
hand looms, and ‘dyed by themselves. Doniéstics, imported from f¢re>- 
America, are sent to Beit-el-Fakih and Zabeed (two towns in the 
interior), where they are dyed by a process which has been de- 
tailed in a former report. After being dyed, these materials are 
brought into Hodeida and retailed, and finda very good market. 

Although pearls are exported in fair quantity from Camaran, Pearls. 
Geezan, Lohyeia and Farsan, none were brought to Hodeida 
during the past year, owing to the exorbitant duty which is gene- 
rally levied here. They are now taken by merchants from these 
places to Massowah and Aden direct, and a certain amount is 
also smuggled vii: Hodeida. 

Senna leaves were exported in large quantities during 1901 to Senna leaves 
Egypt and Europe vidé Suez, and were chiefly carried by Turkish 
ships of the Idare Makhsusi line. 

Droofts are matting made of palm leaves, and axe used for pack- Droofs and 
ing coffee. Garara is a sort of fibre from which bags for packing garare. 
coffee. are made. oth these materials are sent out in quantities 
to Suez, Port Said and Egypt. It is believed that they are used 
for packing Brazilian and other cheap coffees, which are then 
exported as Yemen coffee. 

The: export of garara is no doubt causing depreciation of the 
price of Yemen coffee. Representations on the subject are made 
annually to this Vice-Consulate by the Chamber of Commerce at 
Aden, as that port is interested in the trade of Hodeida, and the 
export affects the trade of ‘both ports alike. However, the local 
authorities are not inclined to prohibit its export, and the tradé 
is thus carried on. 
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20 HODEIDA. 


Fuller's earth is found in various. parts of the Yemen, and is 
shipped in its erude form, chiefly by means of dhows, to Aden, 
from which port it is transhipped to India. Formerly vessels, 
calling here used to carry this article as ballast to India. 

‘The shipment of sesame, or feel seeds, is quite recent. 
One or two firms shipped a small quantity to Europe during 
1899 and 1900, and found ready buyers; consequently it was 
sent in large quantities during 1901, both via Suez direct 
and vidi Aden. The trade in teel seeds is likely to be developed 
considerably in future years if the crops prove as plentiful as they 
have been during L901. 

Owing to failure of the crops and famine in the years 1896 
to 1898, the export of jowari was prohibited. The embargo has, 
however, been removed for the past two years, and very large 
quantities. have been shipped to- Massowah, Jeddah, Suez and 
Aden. The bulk is carried in British vessels, and a certain 
amount was also carried by Turkish ships of the Idare Makhsussi 
line, as also by dhows plying between Lohyeia and Massowah, and 
between this port and Makhallah and Shehr (towns un. the south- 
western coast of Arabia). As it is far cheaper than either flour 
or rice, the puorer classes among the Arabs use jowari as food. It 
is also supplied to the troops in the Yemen. 

Skins and hides, which stand second in the export trade of 
ihe Yemen, were sent out in larger quantities than those for the 
years 1899 and 1900, in spite of imany disadvantages. The 
unsettled state of the country has prevented skins from being 
brought into Hodeida in suflicient quantities to meet the demand 
of buyers. Eight local firms send skins to Europe and America. 
Owing to strong competition, the prices have been higher than in 
1900. Certain firms at Aden have agents for skins at Mokha and 
other places in the Yemen, and vessels from Hodeida occasionally 
call there en rowle to Aden. 

The coffee crops in the Yemen during 1901 have been 
phenomenal, owing to the plentiful rainfall. The supply has 
more than met the demand, although competition is keen, owing 
to the inerease in the number of houses at Hodeida that now 
export coffee. The prices have not been as high as formerly. 
The principal cause of this was due to the over-stocking of the 
European and American markets, and the consequent small 
demands on an over-abundant. supply. 

The salt works at Salif are managed by the Administration 
of the Ottoman Public Debt, and is the source of a large revenue. 
About 40,000 ions of salt were sent out under contract to India 
during the past year. 10 vessels, chiefly British, were chartered 
to convey the salt to Calcutta. A few steamers of the Bombay, 
and Persian Steam Navigation Company, which call at Camaran 
with pilgrims, also load salt for India, after discharging their 
pilgrims at Jeddah. : 

The following are the returns of imports and exports in the 
Yemen during 1901 :-— 
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_HODEIDA. “21 
AMPORTS. 
f | | 
Articles. : Quantity. | Weight. Ap Le ee 
Cwts. ro 

Piece-goods (from tho United | 
Kingdom and Indin) .| Bales “ 5,742 mn 114,840 
Piece-goods (from America) .. 5 ee 9,846 “ 73,300 
Surati piece-goods .. ie ‘: a 424. ae 6;360 
Silk goods... Ae Cuses 118 ai 18,260 
wish .. ne oy Bales ar 1,753 2a 21,800 
Petroleum ; Cases «.{ 116,000 vs 28;750 

Timber (from India and Singa- 
pore) .. *e Pe ..{ Pieces... 5,721 ve 4,880 
Hardware ne . «| Cases Ae 1,038 oa -6,080 
Stationery and paper. ae ‘s ee 1,828 oe 2,500 
Rice... ‘ oe .»| Bags «| 16,224 24,336 14,600 
Flow 6. 6. tn 1 30,128: ! 52724 |. 13,560 
Grains .. i ee i %3 er 867 1,300 600 
Sugar... 3 és AC ee ..| 18,310 36,234. 32,996 
Glassware : Cases i 383 oo 4,990 

Tron ‘bars (from the United 
Kingdom) .. oe Bars ee] = 11,5738 ee 1,840 
Soda and potash “ oa || Bags oe 1,127 1,970 ° 800: 
Spices .. es a ..| Cases ee 1,091 1,800 3,390 
Ghee... ee “ ool ogy oe 850 625 2,335 
Fr: ankincense ee .. | Bags 976 1,465 2,000 
Ginger .. ve " ze 3 as 2,260 2,260 | 5,000 
Molasses we ae 3% 55 ae 3,903 5,860 3,120 
Black pepper .. wali! 9 és 745 1,490 ; ,470 
Condiments and groceries se 3 ae 2,353 3,840 2,895 
Oilmen’s stores. . wie ..| Cases +a 1,406 56 | 11,250 
Dates .. ee A ..| Bags --| 49,400 61,750 19,760 
Matches a 2 ..| Cases Be "835 ie 3,400 
Candles .. ise e ae ‘ an 758 we 1,500 
Soap... ed - és 1,840 i 3,350 
Gold and silver war es... : os oo os 820 
Sandal-wood .. .. «e{ Bundles .. 54 és | 108 
Boots and shoes .»| Cases ag 4a es | 3,850 
Pottery and earthonware .- ” is 1,253 3,220 
Fresh and dried fruits oe “ a 566 ae 1,163 
Rattans .. ne te -»| Bundles .. 311 a 1,000 
Sundries ‘fs “8 -.| Cases is 1,120 - 2,750 
Motale, «we - Ts 411,637 

| 
: ‘s 
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EXPORTS. 
Articles. Quantity. Valuo. 
£& 

Colfee .. as oe ..| Bags .. te 65,730 414,000 
Skins and hides oe -.! Bales.. ae 3,957 59,355 
Jowari (grain) .. : Bugs os 111,468 33,440 
‘Teel seeds ‘ . » RS 8,824. 4,410 
Senna leaves .. we ..’ Bales... 58 644 510 
Cotton .. Ne ae Sa ae ahs s6 126 500 
Gararas .. ais age as iy, 8 . 600 2,100 
Millet .. as 7 ..' Bags .. ss 1,475 450 
Fish fins - ee ..' Bundles <a 30 170 
Gum. ie re ..| Bags .. ‘ 165 320 
Fuller’s earth .. | ae .! 1,150 230 
Almonds Ie wees ac we | 134 335 
Oi .. ww ewe! Cases. 656 328 
Droofs .. .. «.' «+ | Bales. .| 271 165 
Kirobis .. 3 oe -. Packages : | 200 300 
Sundries ao a f: 5 ve 430 420 
Total a i es j wid 517,083 





The shipping retwn shows an improvement on the year 
1900. 124 steamers, with an aggregate of 58,134 tons, entered 
and cleared the port of Hodeida, against 97 steamers, with 
50,510 tonnage, in the year previous. 


Shipping. 


Return of all Shipping to and from Hodeida dwing the Year 








1901. 
| Sailing Steam Total 
Nationality. | Number Number Number 

, of * Tons. of Tons. of Tons. 

| Vessels. Vessels. Vessels, 
~~ { 
British .. AAG 15 372 96 35,017 111 35,389 
Austro-Hungerian| .. . 2 2,884, 2 2,884, 
French .. ae 1 95 10 1,510 11 1,605 
Italian «2 «6: LL | 240 - = 11 240 
Tarkish .. os 458 6,215 16 18,723 474 | 24,988 
Persian .. ae 6 75 ee ee 6 75 





memes | eeterenes Camry = | eG eet 


Total ie 491 6,997 124 58,184 615 65,181 
{ i i 
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Return. of all Shipping to and from: Camaran, during the Year 


®, . 

















Sailing. ’ Steam. | ‘Total. 
Nationality. Number Number: p | Number} 
of | Tons. of Tons. of Toiie. 
Vessels. |' Vessels. l Vessels. 
British .. 0 ..| 12 332 49 74,873 | 61 | 73,205 
French .. ; 5 289 ° 1 tr]. 6 290 
German .. “a me ee 2 2,303 2 2,308 
Italian .. . 5 70 +e ‘a, 5 470 
Dutch .. ‘ ae ne 6 LL,a74 6 11,574 
Persian ., ae 3 217 ue oe 3 217 
Turkish... ..{| 1,046 | 8,839 12 13,344 | 1,058 | 22,183 
_—S | | ———|-— . 
Total ..} 1,071 | 9,747 70 102,095 1,141 111,842 





There has been a distinct improvement in British shipping British 
frequenting the port of Hodeida. steamers, 

Steamers belonging to Messrs. Cawasjee, Dinshan and 
Brothers, of Aden, called here nearly every week throughout 
the year. 

The Khedivial Mail Steamship Company has reopened its 
service between Suez and Aden, and its vessels called almost 
fortnightly at Hodeida. 

Three British vessels were chartered by Greek firms to convey 
case petroleum from Batoum for this port, and one vessel of the 
American and Indian Steamship line brought petroleum from 
New York. 

Vessels belonging to the Bombay and Persian Steam Naviga- 
tion Company that arrived with pilgrims at Camaran brought 
cargo for this port, which was transhipped by means of lighters. 
One of the above company’s steamers also brought a cargo of 
dates from Bussorah. 

12 Turkish vessels, chiefly of the [dare Makhsusi line, visited Turkish 
Hodeida, conveying troops for the Yemen. ‘They obtained a steamers. 
certain quantity of cargo as return freight, consisting chiefly of 
bales of senna leaves and bags of jowari for Jeddah and Suez. 

The Oriental Afrique Company ran. one steamer, the “ Benger,” French 
monthly between Aden and this port, but the experiment has not mers. 
proved very successful. In spite of low freights, the vessel did 
not obtain much cargo. : 

Only one vessel flying the Austro-Hungarian flag, and Austro- 
belonging to the Austrian Lloyd Company, entered this port, and rei 
brought petroleum from Batoum. oe 

In September, 1901, the construction of lighthouses at the Lighthouses 
following places in the Red Sea was commenced, and the work se the Red 
has been steadily pushed on since. ae 

(1) Mokha; (2) Abou Ail; (3) Jebel Zebayir ; (4) Jebel Tier. 
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These, when completed, will confer a great boon on navigation 
in the southern part of the Red Sea. 

Pilgrim trafie  -During-the pilgrim-season-of 1901-02 17;729-pilerims arrived’ 

of the Yemen. at Camaran from India, Singapore and the Persian Gulf. to 
undergo the required period of quarantine prior to visiting Mecca. 
The period of quarantine varied from 24 hours’ observation to 
10 days’ detention. The pilgrims were conveyed in 40 vessels, of 
which 24 were British, 7 Turkish, 6 Dutch, 2 French, and 
1 Persian. 

The total number of arrivals at Camaran for the year under 
report shows a slight decrease frem that of the previous year, 
athough the number of Indian pilgrims detained in quarantine 
was greater than in 1900. 

The health of the pilgrims throughout the season was very 
good, and no infectious diseases made their appearance at 


Camaran. 
Cana The arrangements for the reception and detention of pilgrims 
lazaret. at Camara are excellent. The supply of water from ‘the con- 


denser is good and plentiful. and ice is also obtainable. But 
the 10 days’ quarantine imposed on all pilgrims from India is 
hard, considering that they have, before their arrival, been 
detained in pilgrim camps in India for various periods. extending 
up to 15 days in many cases. 

It is usual to insert the following table :— 


Return of all Pilgrims who were Quarantined at Camaray during” 
the Haj Season of 1901-02. 





| Number 

















Nationality. | of Bilgrims. 

British Indians .. as be aie 4,756 
Afghans... os ee se oe! 428 
Bokharis.. e ee es oe | 399 
Malays (chiefly British) .. as oe! 1,090 
Javanese .. ae 5 mA te | 6,496 
Persians... cs is a eel 2,921 
Arabs (from Haduramut).. ee | 576 
Somalis... ve os oe aa 38 
Trak Arabs .. ie “% os va | 285 
Anatolians .. a os o. ; 336 
Arabs (from Hejaz) ve ee oe | 404 

Wotal’ ee as ws | 17,729 








There has never been a census of the Yemen, but the popula- 
tion is roughly estimated at 3,000,000, and that of Hodeida above 
50,000. 

Population. The principal towns in the vilayet of the Yemen under the 
three Sandjaks, viz, of Hodeida, Toiz and Assye, are Mokha, 
Beit-el-Fakih, Sana, Lohyeia, Bajal, Comfidah, Zabeed and Taiz. 

Public health. During the past year no cholera, plague or other epidemic’ 
disease made its appearance in the Yemen. The public héalth. has 
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‘- been fair during 1901. Considering the conditions prevailing at 
Hodeida, and ‘the lack of sanitary measures as far ‘as the town 
itself is-concerned, it is: surprising that the health. of the-inhabi- 
‘tants is not bad. 
There has been a proposal lately to revive Mokha asa port for Mokha. 
the shipment of Yemen coffee: The object of the authorities is 
apparently to regenerate this once famous andi prosperous town, 
now practically in ruins. { 
The proposal has not met the views of merchants and shippers, ” 
and the prospects of reopening this port for the export of coffee 
are very remote. ‘ 
The Yemen is sadly in need of public works, of which there Public works. 
‘ae none worth reporting. 
Industrial institutes have recently been established both at 
Sana and at Hodeida under the auspices of the Government, and 
promise to be of great benefit for the instruction of Arab lads in 
various trades. 
There is no regular postal communication between Hodeida Poss office. 
and any other port. The Khedivial Mail Steamship Company’s 
vessels are advertised to carry mails between Suez and Aden fort- 
nightly, calling at Hodeida and other Red Sea ports en route, 
but the service is not very regular. 
Mails are generally brought to Hodeida in vessels owned by 
Messrs. Cawasjee, Dinshan and. Brothers, of Aden, which ply 
between this port and Aden alinost every week. 
There are direct inland telegraphic communications between Telegraph. 
this port and Sana, Mokha and Lohyeia. . ‘There is also communi- 
cation with Camaran, but it is the rule rather than the exception 
for an interruption of the service to take place between this and 
the latter place. 
Cablegrams are despatched to other parts of the world via 
Perim. 
‘The great disadvantage that trade ab Hodeida in general, and Want of a 
British trade in particular, suffers, is the want of a public pier. At Pier. 
present there is a battered down wooden structure projecting out 
into the sea for abont 30 fect, which answers the purpose of a 
landing stage for passengers. Jfor the greater part of the year, 
especially during the prevalence of strong south-westerly winds 
from October to April, it is not even possible to land at this 
F stage. : 
Lighters of ordinary size ave unable to approach owing to the 
state of the sea, and passengers are conveyed on shore from them 
for a distance of about 15 to 20 yards in chairs on the shoulders 
of porters. 

Cargo is landed throughout the year direct from lighters into 
the custom-house by means of coolies wading through the sea 
waist deep. In rough weather cargo seldom escapes getting 
wet, and in many cases damaged. It often ‘happens that large 
bales of piece-goods aie dropped into the séa by the coolies owing 
to the violence of: the wavés ahd wind. 

Iu is generally known“here that mierchants do not import 
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Approximate 
proportionate 
ratio of 


import trade. - 


valuable articles and silk goods from October to the end: of March 
or April for fear of sustaining damage in landing the sarne. 

Marine insurance companies, who are now acquainted with 
he state of the weather at Hodeida and the risks. attendant on 
che discharge of cargo for the want of a pier, are reluctant to 
accept proposals for insurance, and do not in any case accept the 
risks after the cargo leaves the ship. 

An anomalous duty, known as pier dues, is levied by the 
authorities on all packages shipped and landed. The duty varies 
from 14d. on a box of flour, to 1s. on alarge bale of Surati piece- 
goods. It is estimated that the revenue accruing from this source 
amounts to over 5,000/. annually. 

The old pier was destroyed in.1891 owing to want of attention 
on the part of the authorities, but the dues have not been remitted 
since, although there is no pier at Hodeida. 

15,0002'T. were sanctioned. by the Turkish Government for the 
construction of a new pier some five years ago, but no steps have 
yet been taken to commence the work and [ think the matter is 
one calling for urgent attention. 

The following table shows the nationalities engaged in the 
import trade in 1901 :— 


Netionality. — Percentage. 
British Indians .. .. a) “6 72 
Greeks ee ae ae Se se 14 
Italians a oes es si fe 8 
Arabs and others .. ae se a 6 
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